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Auditor General’s report and audit opinion 
I certify that I have completed the audit of the Annual Return for the year ended 31 
March 2024 of Mostyn Town Council. My audit has been conducted on behalf of 
the Auditor General for Wales and in accordance with the requirements of the Public 
Audit (Wales) Act 2004 (the 2004 Act) and guidance issued by the Auditor General 
for Wales. 

Audit opinion: Unqualified 

On the basis of my audit, in my opinion no matters have come to my attention to give 
cause for concern that, in any material respect, the information reported in this 
Annual Return: 
• has not been prepared in accordance with proper practices; 
• that relevant legislative and regulatory requirements have not been met; 
• is not consistent with the Council’s governance arrangements; and 
• that the Council does not have proper arrangements in place to secure 

economy, efficiency and effectiveness in its use of resources. 

Other matters and recommendations 

I draw the Council’s attention to the following matters and recommendations which 
do not affect my audit opinion but should be addressed by the Council:  

Misclassification of expenses 

We noted in our work on staff costs that the home office allowance paid to the clerk 
was included under Line 6, ‘Other payments’ on the annual return. This is a 
misclassification, and the amount of £312 should have instead been included under 
the ‘Staff costs’ line of the return (line 4), giving a new total of £11,630.  

Transactions with insufficient supporting evidence 

We identified that two of our sampled transactions did not have sufficient appropriate 
supporting evidence. 

We recommend that that the council ensures that there is an audit trail for each 
transaction it enters into, especially in the form of invoices, or if an invoice is not 
available, then other supporting documentation such as correspondence trails and 
bank statements showing transactions.  
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Payments made before council’s approval 

We have noted that several payments were made before they were subsequently 
approved by the council. This is against the council’s arrangements for making 
payments.  

We recommend that the council ensures that all payments have been approved 
before they are processed with the bank, to maintain compliance with its payment 
arrangements and financial regulations.    

There are no further matters I wish to draw to the Council’s attention. 

 

  
Deryck Evans, Audit Manager, Audit Wales  
For and on behalf of the Auditor General for Wales  
 

Date: 06/02/2026 
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